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BOOKS TO READ FOR K-1ST GRADE

Dear Dragon: A Pen Pal Tale / Josh Funk

Truman / Jean Reidy

Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter, and Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring / Kenard Pak
Strictly No Elephants / Lisa Mantchev

The Legend of Rock Paper Scissors / Drew Daywalt

Princess Cora and the Crocodile / Laura Amy Schlitz

Frog and toad are friends / by Arnold Lobel

Henry and Mudge in puddle trouble / story by Cynthia Rylant
Don't let the pigeon drive the bus / words and pictures by Mo Willems
Carlo and the really nice librarian / Jessica Spanyol

Big bug surprise / Julia Gran.

Ivy + Bean / written by Annie Barrows

The empty pot / Demi.

Bear snores on / Karma Wilson

The little house / story and pictures by Virginia Lee Burton.
How | became a pirate / written by Melinda Long

Tuesday / David Wiesner

When the library lights go out / story by Megan McDonald
Aunt Eater loves a mystery / by Doug Cushman

Lilly's purple plastic purse / by Kevin Henkes

Diary of a worm / by Doreen Cronin

Rumble in the jungle / Giles Andreae

The dot / Peter H. Reynolds

The adventures of Beekle : the unimaginary friend / Dan Santat
Sam & Dave dig a hole / Mac Barnett

Flora and the flamingo / Molly Idle
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Give your child lots of opportunities to read aloud. Inspire your young
reader to practice every day! The tips below offer some fun ways you can help
your child become a happy and confident reader. Try a new tip each week.

See what works best for your child.

= Don’t leave home without it.
Bring along a book or magazine any time your
child has to wait, such as at a doctor’s office.
Always try to fit in reading!

= Once is not enough.
Encourage your child to re-read favorite books
and poems. Re-reading helps kids read more
quickly and accurately.

= Dig deeper into the story.
Ask your child questions about the story you've

just read. Say something like, “Why do you think
Clifford did that?”

= Take control of the television.

It's difficult for reading to compete with
TV and video games. Encourage reading as a
free-time activity.

= Be patient.
When your child is trying to sound out an
unfamiliar word, give him or her time to do so.
Remind your child to look closely at the first
letter or letters of the word.

= Pick books that are at the right level.

Help your child pick books that are not too
difficult. The aim is to give your child lots of
successful reading experiences.

Play word games.

Have your child sound out the word as you
change it from mat to fat to sat; from sat to sag to
sap; and from sap to sip.

| read to you, you read to me.

Take turns reading aloud at bedtime. Kids enjoy
this special time with their parents.

Gently correct your young reader.

When your child makes a mistake, gently point
out the letters he or she overlooked or read
incorrectly. Many beginning readers will guess
wildly at a word based on its first letter.

Talk, talk, talk!

Talk with your child every day about school and
things going on around the house. Sprinkle some
interesting words into the conversation, and
build on words you've talked about in the past.

Write, write, write!

Ask your child to help you write out the grocery
list, a thank you note to Grandma, or to keep
ajournal of special things that happen at home.
When writing, encourage your child to use the
letter and sound patterns he or she is learning
at school.

Visit www.ReadingRockets.org for more information on
how you can launch a child into a bright future through reading.

F

|

Reading Rockets is a project of public television station WETA, and is funded by the U.S. Department of Education,

Office of Special Education Programs
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TIPS

Play with letters, words, and sounds! Having fun with language helps
your child learn to crack the code of reading. The tips below offer some fun
ways you can help your child become a happy and confident reader.

Try a new tip each week. See what works best for your child.

for parents of

Kindergartners

Talk to your child.

Ask your child to talk about his day at school.
Encourage him to explain something they did,
or a game he played during recess.

Say silly tongue twisters.

Sing songs, read rhyming books, and say silly
tongue twisters. These help kids become sensitive
to the sounds in words.

Read it and experience it.

Connect what your child reads with what
happens in life. If reading a book about animals,
relate it to your last trip to the zoo.

Use your child’s name.

Point out the link between letters and sounds.
Say, “John, the word jump begins with the same
sound as your name. Jofn, jump. And they both
begin with the same letter, .”

Play with puppets.
Play language games with puppets. Have the
puppet say, “My name is Mark. I like words that

rhyme with my name. Does park rhyme with
Mark? Does ball thyme with Mark?”

Trace and say letters.

Have your child use a finger to trace a letter
while saying the letter's sound. Do this on paper,
in sand, or on a plate of sugar.

Write it down.

Have paper and pencils available for your
child to use for writing. Working together, write
a sentence or two about something special.
Encourage your child to use the letters and
sounds he or she is learning about in school.

Play sound games.

Practice blending sounds into words. Ask
“Can you guess what this word is? m -0 - p.”
Hold each sound longer than normal.

Read it again and again.

Go ahead and read your child’s favorite book
for the 100th time! As you read, pause and ask
your child about what is going on in the book.

Talk about letters and sounds.

Help your child learn the names of the letters
and the sounds the letters make. Turn it into a
game! “I'm thinking of a letter and it makes the
sound mmmmmm.”

Visit www.ReadingRockets.org for more information on
how you can launch a child into a bright future through reading.

Reading Rockets is a project of public television station WETA, and is funded by the U.S. Department of Education,

Office of Special Education Programs.
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